Pericellular lacunae in the diagnosis of metastatic carcinoma in effusions: is this a useful sign?
The presence of pericellular lacunae has been cited as a useful criterion in distinguishing between benign and malignant effusions from body cavities. This study assessed the presence of pericellular lacunae in 75 specimens of malignant and 38 specimens of benign effusions. In a large number of cases, lacunae could not be assessed reliably because of technical and artifactual reasons. Pericellular lacunae were detected around the majority of the cell clusters in only 4 of the malignant and 2 of the benign cases. In our material, pericellular lacunae were not a useful criterion for the diagnosis of malignancy in body cavity fluids.